426               Henry of Navarre,

was asked forthwith to abandon and attack his allies,
but the price of his dishonour was future and con-
tingent. When Don Pedro at his first audience said
that his master would gladly negotiate on the basis
of the proposals made to him for a double marriage,
Henry indignantly interrupted him. " What pro-
posals?*' he had made none himself and would
sooner lose his hand than be false to his allies!

It was in vain that the Castilian bent his pride to
flattery. Taking the King's sword from a page he
kissed it, saying that he now was a happy man, since
he had held in his hands the sword of the bravest
King in the world : threats availed even less. When
Don Pedro exclaimed, in the heat of dispute, that
the King, by helping the Dutch, might provoke
Philip III. to assist French malcontents, Henry
burst forth : " Let your master have a care, I should
be in the saddle before his foot touched the
stirrup."

Don Pedro remained eight months in France
courted by the Queen and doing his best to fan
once more the old embers of the League into a
blaze. Again the drum ecclesiastic was beaten in
the Parisian pulpits and again the piety of the mob
made the streets unsafe to the Huguenots. Again
the Guises began to cabal and to complain of the
harshness with which the King exacted the price of
Mercceur's pardon, the hand of his daughter for
the Duke of Vend6me. Nothing availed to force
the Spanish alliance on Henry, or to save Spain
from the humiliation of recognising the indepen-
dence of the little country which for forty y^ars had